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A RECORD OF FIVE SITTINGS WITH FLORENCE 
COOK. 


Eprirep by FE. J. DINGWALL. 


The following account of five sittings with Miss Florence 
Cook (Mrs. Elgie Corner) is from the collection of Dr. Hodgson. 
The author of the records was Lieut. Col. G. L. Le Mesurier 
Taylor, who was a well-known member of the English Society 
for Psychical Research, being elected to the Finance Committee 
in 1888, and to the Council in 1901. He died on October the 
fifth, 1911, and during his lifetime was a keen psychical re- 
searcher and contributed articles from time to time to the English 
Journal and Proceedings. His best-known piece of work was an 
articie entitled Experimental Comparison between Chance and 
Thought-Transference in Correspondence of Diagrams, which 
was published in the English Proceedings in 1890 ( Pp. 398-405). 
The séances about to be reported took place at his house, 6 
College Lawn, Cheltenham, England, whither Mrs. Corner had 
been invited for the purpose. Mr. E. M. Clissold and Col. H. C. 
Reynolds were also residing at Cheltenham at the time that the 
séances took place, the former gentleman being an associate of 
the English Society. 

The history of Florence Cook is well-known and need not be 
recapitulated at length in this place. Under what amounted more 
or less to the tutelage of Herne she began exhibiting the phe- 
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nomena of materialization at the early age of sixteen.* The 
attempted exposure by Mr. W. Volckmann took place on Decem- 
ber the 9th, 1873, Sir William Crookes had his sittings about 
March, 1874; in 1880 “ Marie”, the materialized spirit who 
appeared after Katie King, was seized at the office of the British 
National Association of Spiritualists by Sir G. Sitwell, C. von 
Buch and J. C. Fell, whilst the sittings here reported in which 
Marie again appeared, took place in August, 1898. In June, 1899, 
Mrs. Corner was on the continent of Europe and her experiments 
in Warsaw gave results which were reported as “ miserable, 
badly-conducted comedy ” (Psychische Studien, 1899, Pp. 550- 
551). Later reports of her activities are rare, but it may be of 
interest to quote one. In the Wide World Magazine for January, 
1921, appeared an article by Captain E. N. Bennett, a member of 
the Council of the English Society, who records his experiences 
at a séance given by Mrs. Corner in a country house in Glouces- 
tershire in 1901. The conditions seem to have been good if we 
can judge from the report. Capt. Bennett himself bound the 
medium in a network of filosel silk and yet what appeared to be 
undoubtedly a living person came out of the cabinet, shook hands 
with one of the company and chattered French glibly enough. 
The figure claimed to be Marie, an Algerian dancer, and when 
it finally withdrew into the cabinet, it was followed within a 
minute by Captain Bennett, who found only Mrs. Corner bound 
tightly in her chair as before. I have myself discussed the 
whole incident with Captain Bennett and the case remains another 
of the unsolved puzzles associated with Florence Cook. The 
detailed history of these materialization processes (if they have 
any foundation in fact), has yet to be written. At present all we 
can do is to continue our own observations, hampered as they are 
by lack of support and general indifference. Certainly skepticism 
is justifiable when we consider some of the amazing things which 
have been written about the mediumship of Florence Cook. For 
example, it is said that Katie King used to visit Florence Cook at 
night and Captain Corner was thereby much irritated and annoyed 





*For examples of some of the early notices of Miss Cook’s mediumship 
which were scattered up and down the spiritualist press of the period, see Mr. 


Epes Sargent’s The Proof Palpable of Immortality, particularly chap- 
ters 4 to 8. 


MPL ten 

















Tf 













































































5 
A Record of Five Sittings with Florence Cook. 501 . 
: > “fe 
R |l"fan 
j M 
\ 6 
, “oN 
Go 4 ’ T. eC = 
, R 
4 V2 
% 
muss & 
WwW 
mn. @ 
(> H, 
“mre E {7 
Meg r Crk. R, 
+ 
mune Wy, “mn.T 
D 
L F f 
Seale of cabinet, 1 cm. — 1 ft. 
‘ GENERAL PLAN oF Room As ARRANGED FOR First Si?rtrrnc. 
Abbreviations. 
A= Right hand. M = Medium. 
B= Left hand. P = Point to which cords are fastened. 
C = Furthest reach of left hand. R= Ring screwed to floor. 
D = Door. T = Table. 
F = Folding door (shut). V = Book-case. 


L= Lamp. : W = Window. 














502 Journal of the American Society for Psychical Research. 


(F. Marryat, There is No Death; New Ed., 1915, p. 140). Again 
on one occasion the same writer describes how Katie King was 
seen to dematerialize under the full glare of three gas burners, a 
story wrongly attributed by M. Albin Valabrégue to Sir William 
Crookes, “‘ She looked like herself for the space of a second only,” 
reads the report, “ then she began gradually to melt away. I can 
compare the dematerialization of her form to nothing but a wax 
doll melting before a hot fire. First, the features became blurred 
and indistinct; they seemed to run into each other. The eyes 
sunk (sic) in the sockets, the nose disappeared, the frontal bone 
fell in. Next the limbs appeared to give way under her, and she 
sank lower and lower on the carpet like a crumbling edifice. At 
last there was nothing but her head left above the ground—then a 
heap of white drapery only, which disappeared with a whisk, as 
if a hand had pulled it after her—and we were left staring by the 
light of three gas-burners at the spot on which ‘ Katie King’ had 
stood.”’ (Jb. 143.) 

The séances here recorded had nothing dramatic and startling 
about them. The phenomena were poor and suggestive of fraud, 
although Col. Taylor seems to have been puzzled by a few of the 
manifestations. The records give merely an account of the 
sittings themselves. No notes appear indicating the measure of 
control that was exercised between the sittings, nor are we told 
whether the room was kept locked whilst the séances were in 
progress. The records are printed as they stand with just suffi- 
cient emendations and notes thought necessary to make them intel- 
ligible. The plan has been redrawn from materials Col. Taylor 
left, as the original drawing was too rough for successful repro- 
duction. It illustrates the general appearance of the séance room 
as arranged for the first sitting. In later séances Col. Taylor 
made a few changes both in the method of binding the medium 
and also in a few other minor particulars. These changes will, 
we hope, be clear from the descriptive side of the report. 


DETAILED ACCOUNT OF THE SITTINGS. 


Séance 1. 
First evening, Sunday, August 21st, 1898. Present: Mrs. Home, 


Miss Home, Mrs. Eves, Miss Lane, Lieut.-Col. Reynolds, Mr. Cliss- 
old, Mr. Taylor, and Lieut.-Col. Taylor. 
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In the cabinet (1), a plan of which has been made, was placed a 
rather large wicker chair, very low in the seat (nine inches) in which 
Mrs. Corner was placed and bound as follows. Round each wrist 
was placed a tight bracelet of carpet thread, the ends of the string 
beyond the knot by which they were fastened being sealed to a bit of 
card. (2) A somewhat stronger string was placed around her waist 
and fastened in the same way. Outside the cabinet a piece of string 
was fastened to the floor; it then passed through a small hole in the 
wall of the cabinet one foot, eight inches above, through the loop 
around one of the wrists, back through the hole and was finally fast- 
ened outside the cabinet again. The second wrist was fastened in 
the same way. The waist was fastened by a piece of similar cord 
fastened first outside the cabinet, passed along the floor under the 
cabinet wall through a metal loop screwed and sealed to the floor 
behind the chair, thence through the waist loop, back through the 
metal loop, along the floor outside the cabinet and then fastened. 

The lengths of these strings and the consequent possible move- 
ments of which the medium was capable are best seen in the plan, 
and it is to be noted that had she permitted this tying as intended her 
wrists could never approach each other nearer than nine inches. 
The general arrangements of the room were as above [referring to 
Col. Taylor’s second plan, which is included in the general plan ap- 
pended to this report—Ed.] The lamp (3) gave out red light 
enough to see things quite distinctly. During all subsequent sittings 
these arrangements were the same except that I moved my table a 
foot or two to my right during the third sitting, and once the lamp 
was ordered to be put on the floor for a few minutes. 

We sat down at 9:20 Pp. M. 

At 9: 30 the curtain was moved aside on the left (4) (In speak- 


1. Col. Taylor gives no description of the cabinet and it is impossible now 
to say how it was constructed. There seem to have been a couple of curtains 
in front, the walls being made of canvas material. The record does not state 
whether or not it was furnished with a roof. 


2. These pieces of string and sealed cards are in the possession of the 
Society. 





3. From Mrs. Clissold’s account of the fourth sitting it is seen that elec- 
tricity was laid on in the house, but presumably this lamp was an oil one with 
a red shade over it, if we understand her words rightly. 

4. Col. Taylor found that by leaning forward the curtain could be reached 
at C by left hand and it was just here that the curtain was moved and drapery 
shown. The right hand could not reach curtain. 
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ing of the curtain and cabinet walls I shall call them right and left as 
applicable to the medium, who was of course facing the circle) and 
something appeared at the aperture about two feet high. At 9:40 
the same thing took place. At 9:45 on the same side the curtain 
was moved aside and “ drapery ” appeared, reaching to a height of 
about five feet. I asked the spectators if they could distinguish a 
head. Noone could. We (Mrs. H., I think) asked “ Can you com- 
municate by raps?” Answer, “ Yes.” (Three raps) (5). I said, 
“Are we properly arranged?” “Yes.” Mrs. H.: “Is something 
wrong? Is it the storm?” “No.” “Is it too much light?” “ No.” 
“Can you answer to the alphabet?” “Yes.” Mrs. H. then repeated 
the letters and we got “ Too low chair. Silk (6) dress.” Mrs. H.: 
“The medium’s dress?” ‘“ Yes.” 

At 10:10 someone called attention to Miss Home’s hand, which 
was moving about as if searching for something. She was given a 
pencil and paper and it wrote automatically, “ You should go and sit 
near the curtain.” (7) 

At 10:20 she went across and sat on the arm of her mother’s 
chair with her arm stretched out towards the cabinet resting on a 
bookcase which is against the wall. Nothing taking place for some 
time we broke up. 

I cut the threads which were around the wrists and the string 
around the waist; the knots had not been tampered with. They ac- 
company this report for reference. [And, as has been said, are in 
the possession of the Society —Ed.] I noticed that the curtain was 
once or twice drawn in toward the medium as if by a gust of wind 
from outside—not pulled in. (8) 





5. Presumably the raps could not be located nor is the quality of the 
sounds recorded. 

6. Silk garments are supposed to hirder the materialization process. 
Modern mediums have the same objection to their use, whilst fraudulent 
mediums have a strong dislike for them as they are apt to rustle when the 
medium moves in her chair and fetches out her apparatus. 

7. This may have been the daughter of Mrs. R. Home who also may be 
the Mrs. Home of these sittings. She was herself a private medium who 
allowed Col. Taylor to come to her circle and whose name is well-known in 
connection with the “Sevens” Cross-Correspondence (Proc. Eng. S. P. R., 
1910, XXIV). 

8. An important phenomenon which it is curious should have been omitted 
from the detailed report. Note that Col. Taylor reports the fact as if the 
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Note 1. Mrs. Corner’s hands were so fastened that she could 
reach curtain with her left hand but not with the right. All the 
manifestations took place on the left. 

Note 2. Her left hand could reach the edge of the cabinet wall 
on the left, at a point four feet, three inches above the floor. 

Note 3. The curtain’s being seemingly blown in towards the 
medium was curious and I can’t account for it. 

Note 4. It is also curious that Miss Home should have been 
affected in the way she was. (9) 

Note 5. The lengths of the wrist-bands were 614 ¢ inches, and six 


inches, respectively, but I don’t know which was the right or left 
hand. (10) 


Séance 2. 


August 22nd, 1898. The sitters the same as on Sunday, except 
Miss Home was absent (never sits again). (11) A bent wood chair, 
with arms, substituted for the wicker one in the cabinet. The 
medium was bound as before except that the bracelets were only 
knotted and the ends cut off short, not sealed as on the evening 
before. [On the plan of this sitting Col. Taylor reports that both 
ends of the cords not having been passed through the arms of chair 
the hands could be thrust forward to within one foot, six inches, and 
one foot, nine inches of the curtain respectively, when the medium 
was seated in her chair.—Ed.] 

Began at 9:00 Pp. M. 

At 9:40 some raps heard. (12) Mrs. H. said, “ Can you direct 
us?” In answer five raps were given for alphabet, by which we got 
curtain was pressed in by a puff of wind and not pulled from within. The 
same sort of phenomenon was noticed with Palladino, the curtain bellying 
outwards towards the observers and giving an entirely different effect from 
what would have been produced by pulling it by a thread. As far as I know 


these particular effects have never been duplicated normally under the same 
conditions, 

9. Possibly Miss Home was not quite at ease during the first sitting but I 
do not know whether she was inclined to be mediumistic like Mrs. R. Home. 

10. This first sitting provided nothing of an exceptional character with 
the exception of the drawing of the curtain which unfortunately is inade- 
quately described. 

11. Possibly owing to her experience the preceding day. 

12. Again no location or quality is reported. 
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the words, “ Go to sleep.” Mrs. H.: “Is it the medium?” “ Yes.” 
Then till 9: 50 a number of raps, some very violent, were heard. 

At 10:00 rp. M. five raps given. Mrs. H. repeated alphabet by 
means of which we got “ Look in. Mischief.” We looked in, woke 
the medium, who appeared to be in a light trance, and turned on the 
light. We found the bracelets removed from the arms but still around 
the strings which were fastened outside the cabinet. The state of 
the knots will be seen by an inspection. They accompany this report. 
[That is to say, Col. Taylor’s original report—Ed.] The waist- 
band was intact. 

Note 1. As nothing but knocks took place the sitting was 
unimportant. 

Note 2. The waist-band was found intact. 

Note 3. The left hand was released by the wrist-band having 
been bitten through and then retied around the long loop. The right 
hand wrist knot seems also to have been untied and again tied around 
its loop. I think this because: a, the left wrist-band is so short that 
some of the thread is missing; b, the “ facing” of the thread is re- 
moved near the knot; c, the ends of the thread, instead of having 
the appearance of having been cut, are frayed out a good deal. (13) 

Note 4. The lengths of the wrist-bands were, right, 5144 ¢ inches, 
and left, 4%, inches. This time, as can be seen from the plan, the 
loop strings were passed once through the arms of the bent wood 
chair. [This presumably refers to the waist-band, as seems fairly 
clear from a rough drawing in the original report —Ed. | 





Séance 3. 


August 23rd, 1898. The arrangements of the room same as 
before. In the cabinet, however, I lashed the chair to the ring 
behind with strong cord to prevent accidental movement of the chair 
forward and added a fine cord knotted and sealed to prevent trickery. 
This time I again sealed the wrist-bands, as well as that around the 
waist. At this sitting both ends of the long loop were passed 
through the arms of the chair, allowing the medium to thrust her 
hands forward to within 2 feet, 1 inch and 1 foot, 4 inches of the 
curtain respectively. 





13. These observations are justified as an inspection of the pieces (now 
in the possession of the Society) will show. 
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We began at 9:10 Pp. M. 
At 10:20 curtain violently agitated. (14) Mrs. H. and others 


said, “I saw a hand,” (15) and something white over hand, they 
think a figure. 


At 10:27 curtain again moved, this time by a hand in a man’s 
coat-sleeve (so said those who saw it). (16) 


At 10: 30a hand (17) is put out and a voice asks for a cushion. 
I volunteer to give it, but the voice says “ No, not you, that young 
lady.” Miss Home (18) gives cushion. - The voice: “ We will do 
our best, the cushion is to prop up our medium’s head with.” At 
10: 32 curtain drawn aside showing a figure just inside about two 
feet, or two feet three inches in height. The-voice invites Mrs. 


Home to go up and touch it. She does so and finds the hand warm 
and small. (19) 


At 10: 35, “ child ” again looks out and Miss Home, by invitation, 
shakes hands. She thinks the hand rough. The “ child” appeared 
both at right and left of curtain. The head (20), the hair of which 
was concealed by some white stuff, seemed to me to be too large for 
the body and the hand to be very like Mrs. Corner’s. 


14. It is unfortunate that this agitation was not more fully described. It 
may have been simply as if it was being pulled up and down and from side to 
side from behind and had not the same bulging effect as had been noted 
before. 

15. Presumably this hand appeared at the opening of the curtain. 

16. A remarkable phenomenon. The idea of a confederate immediately 
becomes uppermost in one’s mind but there was apparently no door near 
the cabinet. If the hand was not supernormal the effect of the sleeve may 
have heen got by a piece of the curtain falling over and covering the wrist of 
the medium’s hand. 

17. Col. Taylor has left no record of the appearance of these hands, 
whether they were lifelike human members or flat pseudo-hands of the Car- 
ancini and Eva C. type, or whether they were deformed and mutilated mem- 
bers as are reported to have been observed with Willy S. 

18. The second Miss Home. 

19. No reason is given for her withdrawal nor is there any record 
whether the figure was provided with a head. Bad light may account for the 
second omission, although it is curious that Mrs. Home did not remark the 
presence or absence of a head. 

20. A head is now mentioned which seems too large for the body. Pre- 
supposing fraud this is what would have been expected since if Mrs. Corner 


was bending forward holding out some drapery, her head surmounting the 
fold, the result would have been as described. 
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At 10:40 Mrs. and Miss Home sing and child again looks out 
and shows hand. 

At 10:50 curtain put aside on left and a figure of five feet or so 
is seen standing up. 

At 10:53 drapery moved up and down from plus one foot to 
plus five feet, six inches, between right wall of cabinet and curtain. 
It was also thrown outside curtain on to carpet and after a pause 
slowly taken back again. (21) I say “I did not see a hand.” At 
once a hand, left, I thought (but other observers said a right hand), 
was thrust out between the wall and the curtain on the right side. 

At 11:00 o’clock the small figure again appears and nods to me 
several times. It is no doubt a living face. 

At 11:10 voice says “ Col. Taylor, when you tie medium put ends 
of strings through cards to prevent our rubbing them off. We rub 
our medium, etc., etc. We will give you something good if we can.” 

At 11:15, “ Good-night, be careful how you wake medium. We 
have done our best.” I woke the medium and found the cushion 
under her head. I cut the cords. I found the cards on the floor but 
the knot to the right bracelet had not been undone certainly ; that of 
left hand had also, I believe, not been disturbed. The waist-band 
was intact but the sealed cord connecting the chair with the ring 
behind was broken. (The black seal.) (22) I measured the loops 
before going to bed. They were, right hand, 2 ft. 3 in., left hand, 3 
ft. 4 in., back, 7 ft. 6 in. ; 

Note 1. After the séance I for the first time measured the length 
of the loops and found them considerably longer than they would 
have been had not Mrs. Corner “ taken in length ” when I was fast- 
ening the strings outside the cabinet. (23) The cord, which was not 
sealed, could be easily untied by any hand which could get at it. 

Note 2. At this sitting the chair was for the first time secured so 
as not to be brought forward towards the curtain. 





21. This is what might easily have taken place if Mrs. Corner had pro- 
vided herself with some muslin or veiling. Not very much could be done 
under the conditions, but if fraudulent, the medium succeeded in making the 
best out of a difficult position. 

22. Pointing rather to the supposition that the medium had tried to draw 
the chair forward, as would have been thought necessary had the preceding 
phenomena been fraudulently produced. 

23. The old trick. Cf. Revelations of a Spirit Medium, pp. 86 ff. 
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Note 3. Left wrist-band was intact. The right one may have 
been untied, but I don’t think it was. 

Note 4. The thread guarding the chair fastenings was broken. 

Note 5. The length of the back or waist loop (7 ft. 6 in.) was 
so much that the medium could stand close to the curtain without 
breaking it. The chair was probably untied and brought forward, in 
which case all that was seen to take place might have been done by 
the medium. (24) The length of the wrist loops was enough to per- 
mit the hands getting at the chair fastenings. The appearance of 
the small figure seemed to me to be such that it might have been 
managed thus. (25) Mrs. Corner this evening went up to her room 
just before the séance and also afterwards, I think. (26) She took 
off all her rings on every evening and gave them to someone to hold, 
saying her hands swelled during the séance. Mrs. Home says that 
her hands were actually in a swollen condition when the sitting 
ended. (27) 

The lengths of the wrist-bands were, right, 6%¢ in., left, 5446 
inches. It is a question in my mind whether she could slip right hand 
through its bracelet. It would have been very difficult to get it back 
again. 


Séance 4. 


August 24th, 1898. Miss Lane had gone back to London. Mrs. 
Clissold takes her place. 

This time instead of sealing the cords around the wrists and body 
of the medium their ends beyond the knot were passed through holes 
in a piece of lead which was pinched together at the ends, cut off 


24. This explanation is quite probable. Col. Taylor, although he was 


strongly inclined towards the spiritistic hypothesis, recognizes the possibility 


of fraud and sums up the evidence impartially. 

25. A rough sketch showing the medium on her knees raising one hand 
which pushes back the curtain whilst from her neck hangs drapery vertically 
to the ground forming the “body” of the “child”. This is a common and 
effective way of faking “child spirits ”. 

26. This rather iniplies that she was staying in the house which is con- 
firmed later. See note 32. 

27. In some of mv own experiments mediums have said that their feet 


have swollen so much after a sitting that it is almost impossible to replace 
them in their shoes. 
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short beyond the lead. A tin dish of Plaster of Paris was placed in 
right hand corner cabinet and a bell glass sealed down onto a piece 
of wood and containing paper and a pencil was placed under the 
medium’s chair. (As nothing was done with this glass bell either 
now or in the subsequent séances no more mention will be made 
of it.) 

At this sitting the nearest the medium could approach her right 


hand to the curtain was 1 ft., 10 in., and her left, 1 ft., 9 in., when 
seated in the chair. 


Began at 9:10 P. M. 

At 9:15 a hand (28) put out on right side of curtain at a point 
about 3 ft. from ground and in a moment about the same place in 
this position [giving a sketch of a right hand with palm upwards and 
fingers slightly bent—[Ed.]. 

At 9:18 hand shown and knocks by fingers on the walls of cabi- 
net (canvas walls) on left. 

At 9:20 curtain pulled aside on right by physical hand. 

9: 25—Hand and arm bare to elbow seen at the point 5 ft. or so 
above floor through opening when curtain was opened on left side. 
Then a face about the same place. 

9:27—Cushion asked for. Mrs. Home gives it to a hand thrust 
out well in front of curtain. She is taken by the thumb for a 
moment. By request Mrs. Home goes back to curtain and gives her 
hands, which are taken. (29) 

At 9: 30 hand shown one ft. from the ground on the right. 

At 9:35 hand and drapery displayed on the right for some 
seconds. 

At 9:38 more drapery displayed at right; then curtain pulled 
well back and standing full-sized figure shown. I could see 
face. (30) 

9:41—Miss Home invited to approach. She gives hand, which 
is taken, passed to another hand, and then kissed by a dark female 
face which came down to do so. (31) 





28. From the sketch which accompanies the original record it seems clear 
that the hand was a right hand. 


29. Presumably inside the cabinet. 


30. It is unfortunate that the figure is not more minutely described, par- 
ticularly the dress. 
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9: 55—Voice said, “ Col. Taylor, break up for a few minutes; I 
think she has broken the string around her waist.” I sent the people 
into the next room and found the medium leaning forward in her 
chair and the waist-band was broken. I lifted her into an upright 
position. We sent for a box-strap and passed it around her body 
and the back of the chair. I fear I forgot to renew the waist-band 
securely ; I only tied it and now I can’t find it. (Broken band was 
found near Mrs. C.’s bedroom after she left.) (32) I accidentaily 
broke the medium’s right wrist-band, but carefully renewed it. Both 
wrist-bands were intact when I lifted the medium up. 

At 10:10 we began again. 

At 10: 35 voice, “ Col. Taylor, not so much light on the curtain.” 
Curtain moved aside and a standing figure appeared and bowed; it 
had something on and over head. The figure purports to be Marie 
and speaks French. (33) Mrs. Home goes up to curtain on the 
right, kneels down, and speaks with Marie, now shrunk to two feet 
high. 

At 10:50 a full standing figure appears. Mrs. and Miss Home 
sing. 

At 10:55 another standing figure shown. One of the above fig- 
ures seemed to Arthur Taylor and others to have its hands up on 
each side of its head thus, (34) and at the same time what seemed 
a third but unseen hand held back the curtain. (35) 

11: 00—Voice says that no more can be done now and begs that 
the medium may be carefully awakened. On waking the medium I 
found the wrist-bands intact and the waist-band tied. I measured 
the loops. They were, right hand loop, 2 ft. 11 in. long, left hand 
loop, 3 ft. 4% in. long, back, 7 ft. 2 in. long. 

31. The record is not clear. What coming down to do so means I do not 
know unless we assume that Miss Home was short and the figure tall. It is 
not certain either whether the dark female face belonged to the full-sized 
figure seen at 9:38. 

32. This shows that Mrs. Corner was staying in the house. Cf. N. 26. 

33. Marie, the Algerian dancer, as seen by Capt. Bennett in 1901. If the 
figure was the medium she had had 25 minutes to free herself and prepare 
her muslin. 

34. Rough sketches are included in the original record showing the head 
of the figure with the hands in one case pulling up the hair from the side of 
the crown and in the other drawing it by the side of the ears. 

35. Or perhaps a foot. 
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I also found on going into the cabinet at 11:00 p. mM. that a hand 
mark had been made in the Plaster of Paris. 

Note 1. The waist-band must be considered as not existing. 
The wrist-bands were, however, intact during the first part of the 
séance as far as I could ascertain by feeling them. I heard and felt 
the right wrist-band break when I forced the medium’s hand towards 
the Plaster of Paris. (36) During the second part of the séance the 
wrists were securely fastened to loops 2 ft. 11 in. and 3 ft. 4% in. 
long, respectively. 

Note 2. The chair was not brought forward, the sealed string 
guarding its fastenings to the floor being intact. 

Note 3. The hands could never get at curtain, though the 
medium could stand up. 

Note 4. The medium took more length. for her loops than she 
should have. 

Note 5. I cannot account by any theory of fraud for what was 
seen to take place. (37) 

Note 6. The impression on the Plaster of Paris was of a small 
right hand. The medium could have reached the plaster with her 
right hand. 

Note 7. The length of the wrist-bands were first, left, (which 
never broke) 6% in.; the right (which broke) 6%¢% in., and the 
right (which was renewed) 6%4¢ in. also. I measured the loops after 
the séance before going to bed. 


Séance 5. 


August 25th, 1898. The same circle as last time met and began 
the sitting at 9:10 p. m. The medium bound as before, only 
Macramé lace cord was used instead of thread, red for loops and 
brown for wrist- and waist-bands ; lead fastenings improved. (38) 


36. An incident not recorded in the report, but possibly that hinted at as 
occurring soon after 9:55. 

37. The point to be considered is whether the medium was able, by taking 
in slack, to raise the hands up to the side of the head as observed at 10:55. 
Col. Taylor notes that the medium was able to stand up which would account 
for the standing figure; but the position of the hands and what they could do 
is not quite clear enough to enable us to come to any satisfactory conclusion. 
Evidently Col. Taylor was impressed and puzzled by what he saw. 

38. By the ends being passed twice through the same piece of lead as a 
rough drawing in the original record shows. 


hs 
3 
g 
e 
2 


FS 


A Record of Five Sittings with Florence Cook. 513 


At 9:25 hand thrust out. (39) 

9: 30—Curtains moved about. 

9: 34—Bare hand and arm seen on right of curtain plus two feet 
above carpet; the hand takes hold of the curtain. 

9: 37—Drapery displayed, also hand and perhaps head, then a 
small draped figure which purported to be Marie was as it were in- 
troduced by a hand in a man’s sleeve. (40) 

9:40—Miss Home, Mrs. Home, Mr. Taylor, Mr. Clissold and, I 
think, Mrs. Eves, are invited to look inside the curtain. They see 
a light. 

9:50—Medium fell forward and I was requested to go to her 
assistance and found her on her knees in front of chair. She helped 
herself up and we tied her with red silk puffery. I found the right 
wrist free. I removed the bond, but I forgot to pass the loop 
through the arm of the chair. At this time I found a hand mark on 
plaster. I turned the dish round. At about 10:05 we began again. 

At 10:15 a hand clutches my side of the cabinet wall at three . 
feet above the floor. Marie appears about three feet high on the 
right side of curtain; face seen distinctly. The head was enveloped 
in some drapery and although I could not recognize the face as that 
of the medium it was of the same type. Mrs. Home went up close 
to this figure and spoke to it. (41) 

10: 20—Hand clutches cabinet wall on right four feet above floor. 
Mr. Taylor goes up and sees light, which he describes to me as a dim 
light about the size and shape of a plate with definite edges bright- 
ening towards the center. It was covered by thin drapery which was 
withdrawn by a hand. (42) 

Then the voice has a conversation with me about “ my medium,” 


39. Which hand is not stated. Perhaps the appearance was too short and 
the light too poor to determine this important point. 

40. This phenomenon may have been produced by the medium’s own hand 
and wrist covered by a piece of the curtain pushing forward some drapery 
which formed the figure. 

41. It is strange that Mrs. Home’s observations are omitted. It ought 
not to have been difficult to see the face unless the whole figure had with- 
drawn behind the curtain when Mrs. Home approached. 

42. A curious phenomenon: perhaps the dish of plaster was used by Mrs. 


Corner in a way which it is impossible to imagine now owing to the insuffi- 
cient description. 
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as he (?) calls Mrs. Corner. He (Capt. Warne) says it hurts her i 
to sit with so many different circles, wishes he could continue with 
us, does not want her to go to the north or to Germany, wants to sit 
with Sir Wm. Crookes and would like me to say a word to him in 
her favor. They asked me to wake the medium, as they can do no 
more. With expressions of mutual thanks and good wishes we part. 
The bonds were found intact and there were more hand impressions 
on the Plaster of Paris. (43) 

Right hand loop, 2 feet, 2% inches; left hand loop, 2 feet, 11% 
inches ; waist, 6 feet, 8 inches. 

Note 1. During first part of séance medium’s right hand must 
be taken as free and during second part it was so far free as to be 
able to reach forward to curtain on that side. Left hand could never 
get near curtain. All manifestations were on right side. (44) 

Note 2. Waist-band was intact and loop short, but medium 
could still stand up close in front of chair. 

Note 3. The right wrist-band was cut, not broken, as stated by 
voice. (See specimens of fracture.) Miss Home heard the snip of 
scissors in cabinet. (45) 

Note 4. One mark on plaster was of a left hand, but by taking 
up the pan and passing it across that could be managed, and there is 
the mark of thumb at the edge of the plaster which would be made 
when it was lifted. 

Note 5. The medium went upstairs before the séance. 

Note 6. Length of wrist-bands: Left, 61% inches; right (the one 
that was cut), 63¢ inches; right (the one renewed), 63¢ inches. 

[This is the end of Col. Taylor’s detailed report. There now fol- 
low the conclusions of the circle on the manifestations—Ed. | 








GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 





On August 3lst, we assembled again (Col. Reynolds and Mrs. 


43. Size of impression not recorded, but see note 52. 
44. An important fact, which rather supports the idea that the medium’s ’ 
right hand was responsible for some of the early phenomena. 
45. Why did not Miss Home report it at the time? This is a good 
example of the necessity of having experts at test sittings who know what to 
expect and what to report. A careful search of the medium would also have 
revealed the scissors if Mrs. Corner had brought them in with her. 
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Eves being absent) and went through my notes, which were acknowl- 
edged by them all to be correct, but not complete. (46) 

Some few things which others saw I failed to observe or record. 
For example, during the second part of the fifth séance the pan of 
Plaster of Paris was passed out under the curtain, (47) the pillow 
was thrown into the room, (48) etc. 


I was informed that some of the sitters saw (when looking into 
the cabinet) the “light,” egg-shaped, (49) held in the hollow of a 
hand. Miss Home saw, when her hand was kissed, a figure clothed 
wholly in white sitting as if on the medium’s knees, but did not see 
the medium at the same time, and some few other things of no great 
importance. (50) 

Miss Home went into the cabinet and was bound under the con- 
ditions which obtained during the last three séances respectively. 
(We did not think it worth while to bother about the first two.) 
She could do all that was done during the séances except what was 
seen during the fourth. These things she could not reproduce. (51) 


We examined the hand marks on the plaster and all agreed that 
they were made by a hand in every way similar to the medium’s. (52) 
We looked at the wrist-bands and agreed to what I have stated about 
their condition, and particularly that the wrist-band during the fifth 
séance had been cut, not broken. We agreed that when one hand 
only was free things occurred only on that side and finally concluded : 

(a) That the medium could have done all that was observed ex- 
cept that done during the fourth séance. 


(b) That the plaster hand marks were made by the medium. 





46. A true observation but they are much more complete than is usually 
the case with ordinary sitters. 

47. This may account for the thumb mark at the edge of the plate. 

48. It is strange that this was omitted since Col. Taylor can scarcely have 
failed to notice it. 

49. Cf. Sir Wm. Crookes’ description of a “light” observed by him: 
“A solid, self-luminous body the size and nearly the shape of a turkey’s egg.” 
(Researches, Second Edition, p. 31.) 

50. Miss Home certainly failed entirely to report her observations. 

51. Confirming Col. Taylor’s observations. See Note 37. 


52. Probably Mrs. Corner was responsible for these markings. 
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(c) That if anything of a supernormal kind did take place it was 
very largely mixed with fraud. (53) 

Mrs. Corner showed Mrs. Home how: she was dressed, but no 
search of her person was made, and no doubt much drapery, etc., 
could have been concealed about her. 


Le M. T. 
September 3rd. 
[The accounts which follow are those by Mr. and Mrs. Clissold. 
The first is that by Mrs. Clissold, who records her experiences at 
two séances at which she was present, the fourth and fifth of Col. 
Taylor’s series.—Ed. | 





RECOLLECTIONS OF Two SEANCEs, 24TH AND 25TH Auc., 1898. 


The circle consisted of Col. Taylor (at whose house they were 
held), Mrs. Home, Miss Home, Mrs. Eaves (sic), Mr. Taylor, Col. 
Reynolds, my husband and self. 

The medium (Mrs. Corner) was carefully tied with strong 
threads and small leaden pieces round her wrists and round her 
waist; when she was seated on the chair inside the dark room the 
strong threads were passed from her waist through the lower part 
of the partition to fasteners on the floor, one being on the inside of 
the room nearest to the sitters and the other near the mantelpiece. 
Col. Taylor had a table with a lamp shaded red and he also had 
writing materials to record what passed. Everything being ready 
and the lights put out and the electricity turned off, the sitters began 
to talk (as the medium said it was a help to the spirits). I must 
here say that from defective sight I could not see as the others did, 
but was the more eager to listen to what passed. The curtain was 
often moved and rings on which it moved were distinctly rattled, and 
when the curtain did move out it was then that the hands and figures 
were discernible. The voice was at first that of a gruff man, but it 
still bore to me the impression it was like the medium’s voice made 
harsher, like a man or a ventriloquist would speak. Most of what he 
said was quite distinct and he addressed Col. Taylor and Mrs. and 
Miss Home and Mr. Taylor, asking each of them separately to go 


53. Col. Taylor’s conclusions are cautious and sound and the whole report 
does him great credit. 
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and shake hands with him; on the second evening he extended his 
invitation to Mr. Clissold, who said the hand was enveloped in drap- 
ery and appeared a rather large hand and quite warm. The spirit at 
times objected to the red shade as it did not enable the sitters to see 
the drapery and figures as well as in a white light; it also said the 
light was to be put on the ground and kept there till it was ordered 
to be removed. These suggestions were all carried out. There was 
a plate of Plaster of Paris in the room with the medium and the 
spirit was asked to make an impression of its hand on it; the first 
night there was a good one, but it was spoiled from a strap falling on 
it. The second night several impressions were on the plaster, but 
the spirit did not like the Pie Dish (as he called it) and threw it out 
on the floor with rather a strong expression of dislike. When there 
was a very small figure seen one of the sitters. remarked on it and 
the reply was given that it was small from want of force, owing to 
the circle not talking enough; afterwards the figure was extremely 
tall. Between each (sic) manifestation the curtain was always closed 
and inside could be heard rustling and moving and a few times there 
were raps, but I think these were only on the first night. Besides, 
the gruff voice of the sea captain (for such he was supposed to be) 
there came a soft whispering voice of a girl; “ Marie,” she called 
herself, and she spoke entirely in French; she shook hands with Mrs. 
and Miss Home; she took rather offence at everything being written 
down by Col. Taylor and expressed it as “ Affreux.” This she re- 
peated several times as though much annoyed. She did not stay long 
on either nights (sic). The second night lights were seen and sev- 
eral sitters were asked to look inside the curtain and see how the 
materialization was commenced; each one described it as a small 
light with a cloudy vapour around it. The second night the medium 
fell off the chair and had to be placed. The “ Capt.” was angry with 
the medium for falling and spoke roughly about it. He also said she 
ought not to alter her circles as often as she did; it was bad for her 
and for the spirits that wished to control her, and he wished she 
would remain with the same circle for some time instead of going 
away, and particularly he urged her not going on the continent. He 
wished that Sir W. Crookes could be persuaded to sit with the circle, 
as it was a good one and as such good results could be obtained, but 
with mixed circles, it was bad for her and the spirits round her. 
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On each evening, when the medium came out of the trance after 
the séance, she was much exhausted. 
F. Ciissowp. 
[The next account is that by Mr. E. M. Clissold.—Ed.] 


Mr. E. M. Crissoip’s AccounT. 

On Monday, August 22nd, to Col. Taylor’s to a séance given by 
Mrs. Corner with no results worth recording. (54) 

On Tuesday, August 23rd, after a short interval of about 11 
minutes there was a distinct movement of the curtains of the cabinet 
in which Mrs. Corner was enclosed and fastened down in a most 
elaborate manner. Then the hand of a woman was thrust outside 
the curtain on several occasions, also masses of diaphanous drapery 
and the dim appearance of a child huddled up on the floor of the 
cabinet, the forehead and eyes discernible, but the child, if a child, 
looked prematurely old. A voice muffled and hoarse continually was 
heard from inside the cabinet. 

Wednesday, August 24th. The movements of the curtains com- 
menced after Mrs. Corner had been fastened in the cabinet for about 
five minutes. Hands (always those of a woman) were frequently 
thrust a few inches outside the curtain; then the figure of a child 
covered with drapery was indistinctly seen; after a short interval 
the form of a tall Indian, with a sort of cloth round his head and the 
body covered with a long flowing robe. (55) This figure had a 
small forehead and dark eyes and was visible within the cabinet only 
a few seconds. Soon after this figure had vanished a noise was 
heard in the cabinet and a voice from within cried out that the 
medium had fallen down. I am unable to say whether the strings 
and seals were disturbed. (56) 

After an interval the séance was continued with no striking 
results. 

Thursday, August 25th. After an interval of about fifteen min- 
utes from the commencement.of the séance a hand appeared several 
times a few inches outside the cabinet, the curtains were pulled back 


54. The record seems to be a part of Mr. Clissold’s diary. 


55. Probably the appearance noted by Col. Taylor as occurring at 
9:38 P. M. ; 


56. It will be remembered that the waist-band was broken. 
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and a figure of some kind clothed in tulle, or stuff like tulle, was 
quite recognizable. Several ladies shook hands with this figure, but 
the head and face were not visible. I shook hands also. The hand 
seemed large and coarse and came out from some coarse drapery. A 
voice like that of a coarse uneducated man was constantly giving 
explanations of the phenomena. I was invited also to look into the 
cabinet and saw a light there, apparently somewhere near where Mrs. 
Corner was fastened. This light was moved up and down, but never 
came outside the cabinet. 
KE. M. Ciissowp. 


[This concludes the reports and conclusions of the observers at 
Col. Taylor’s sittings with Mrs. Corner. There seems little to add 
to Col. Taylor’s own conclusions, which appear to be as favorable as 
possible under the circumstances.—Ed. | 
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INCIDENTS. 


The Society assumes no responsibility for anything published under 
this head and no endorsement is implied, except that it is furnished by 


an apparently trustworthy contributor whose name is given unless with- 
held by his own request. 


EXPERIENCES, CHIEFLY WITH MRS. CHENOWETH. 
By “ Wii11AM Bruce.” 
February 4th, 1921. 
Dear Mr. PRINCE :— 

I am pleased to accord to your request to have the letters which 
I have written to Dr. Hyslop in the last few years printed in the 
Journal. Yet in order that I may not violate any confidence which 
the people with whom I do business impose in me, I have, as you 
requested, gone over and changed the names. You have them, of 
course, in the original letters in your files. 

Other than the changes of names, and omission of locality, I have 
left the letters as they were originally written. 

Of course I realize that my interviews can hardly take the name 
of investigation, yet there may be some suggestions in some of them 
that will lead others to follow the line of thought. I am greatly 
interested in the subject matter and believe that in a comparatively 
short time, enough will have been disclosed by the investigation of 
many minds that “the thin veil between the two existences ” will be 
penetrated sufficiently to satisfy the ordinary mind that the next 
existence is in a way a continuance of the building up of the soul 
and body form of this one. 

In reading over these letters, I concluded to add some details, 
which you will find in a letter at the end. 

Very truly yours, 
WILLIAM Bruce. 


September 9, 1909. , 
DEAR SIR :— 


Probably the incidents stated in the enclosed paper may not be 
different from hundreds of others which you receive. I am con- 
strained, however, to send it to you because you know Mrs. Cheno- 
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weth and have met the late Mr. Johns to whom it relates in part. I 
wrote it out in June last on the train on my way back from the west, 
soon after the last instance occurred, but I am in so active a life that 
I have not had time to send it to you. If anything in it makes you 
desire to use it, I should prefer at this time not to have names used 
in publication. 

Mrs. Chenoweth is the only medium I have ever seen. I have 
all my life had indications of telepathy, and believing that Mrs. 
Chenoweth’s powers are largely telepathic, whether with individuals 
in or out of the flesh, I questioned her when in her subjective state 
as to just what she was aware of as she spoke of an object or appar- 
ently repeated a sentence. 

I am convinced that what she sees or hears is simply a telepathic 
communication, that is when she spoke to me of seeing Mr. Johns, 
or a bridge, or a comb, she got a mental visual picture of them, and 
did not actually see the spirit of Mr. Johns or of the bridge or of 
the comb. 

I say this because I have myself many times just after awaken- 
ing, as others have, closed my eyes and seen the visual pictures of 
men and things, and in a few instances have seen things that I after- 
wards identified. More than a year ago, one morning I awoke and 
before arising I closed my eyes and saw the visual picture of my 
uncle John, who lived thirty miles away and whom I had not seen 
for many months, and the picture showed him sitting in a chair, weak 
and ill, reduced in flesh. I got up and before leaving my home spoke 
of the matter to my aunt and on reaching my office spoke of it to one 
of my associates. In a few hours a letter came from my cousin 
saying that my uncle was ill and asking that I should drop in to see 
him as if by chance. When I saw him the next day he looked ex- 
actly as he did in my visual picture and as he never had looked 
before. I took the incident as telepathic language probably coming 
from my cousin’s mind who wrote the letter to me at or about the 
time I got my mental impression. 

Very truly yours, 
WILLIAM Bruce. 


(Enclosure with letter of September 9, 1909.) 


Early in 1908 a friend, Mr. Johns, said to me at my office that he 
was so absolutely sure that the soul had an after existence and could 
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communicate with souls in the flesh that he would, if he died first, 
send a message to me and then would send to talk. with me from his 
next existence if I survived him. I said I would certainly respond 
to any call of that nature. 

We were both practicing attorneys and were good friends, though 
not close friends. We were both in middle life and apparently in 
excellent health, neither expecting early dissolution. He had been a 
believer in Spiritualism for several years and was active in the inter- 
ests of the Spiritualist movement. I was not a member of any 
church, was an attendant at the Unitarian Church and a liberal 
thinker on religious matters. 

My wife had died very suddenly the year before, and shortly 
before the above conversation I had reluctantly, by appointment ar- 
ranged by Mr. Johns by telephone, gone for the first time in my 
life to see a medium, Mrs. Chenoweth, my identity being unknown 
to her. I had told Mr. Johns something of the rather remarkable 
interview apparently with my wife through Mrs. Chenoweth, or her 
subjective self, just before he made the above remark. 

Mr. Johns died suddenly and unexpectedly about Thanksgiving 
Day, 1908. His son, the only member of his family whom I knew, 
came to me to attend to the probating of his estate and I began to 
do so early in December, 1908. I found quite a number of his mat- 
ters deeply entangled. In December, 1908, about two or three weeks 
after Mr. Johns’ death, a client of his named Y. came to my office 
with a card bearing my name and address, my first name William 
not being used, the card having been written by a gentleman who 
had been in Mr. Johns’ office. Mr. Y. stated that Mr. Johns had 
been his attorney in a suit brought for damages to him caused by 
mill-owners keeping up the water at their dam so that it had flowed 
the land around his home, and he stated that the suit was on the trial 
list for trial at an early date. He brought to me some papers in 
relation to his case and wanted me to undertake it. I told him that 
because of other business matters I could not take his case to prepare 
and try it for some time to come, but if he wished I could arrange 
to have the case go off the trial list and would investigate and try it 
as soon as other matters would permit. He left the case with that 
understanding. I arranged with counsel for the mills to have the 


case go off the list and did nothing else, not even examine the papers 
he had left. 
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The next month early, January, 1909, Mr. Y. came again to my 
office and seemed anxious to have his case tried very soon. I told 
him I had protected his rights by postponement and could not try 
his case for two or three months. He left my office pleasantly, but 
by his manner seemed to be dissatisfied. He came to my office again 
in two or three weeks, and upon my saying that there was nothing 
new in his case he said he was satisfied to let me take my time to try 
his case. He asked me if I believed in Spiritualism. I replied that 
I did not know. He then made the following statement in substance: 
That when he had left my office on the previous visit he had gone to 
a medium, whose name he had seen in an advertisement in a news- 
paper but whom he had never seen and knew nothing of otherwise; 
that he paid his fee, one dollar, I think, and had sat down opposite 
the medium, a lady; that the medium at first stated that she could 
get no results and asked to hold something of a metallic nature which 
he had worn; that he gave to her his watch to hold and soon the 
medium stated that she could see a large man who had not been in 
the spirit world long, because he seemed to be weak, and then she 
described the appearance of the man, and this description, Mr. Y. 
said, tallied with that of Mr. Johns, who had been a man of no ordi- 
nary physical type. She then said that the man said, “ Hello, Y. old 
boy, how are you?” She said, “ He says your case is in safe hands.” 
She then said, “ He says, you tell William that the veil between the 
two existences is very thin ”’; tell him also that “ he has been the best 
friend I have ever had when I needed a friend.” 

Mr. Y. said that at the time he saw the medium, he did not know 
my first name. He could, however, have seen it on my office doors 
at previous visits. He said he had not previously known the 
medium. I myself had not previously heard of or known her. I 
have made inquiries and have learned that Mr. Johns had previously 
known her. I had not told Mr. Y. that I had known Mr. Johns very 
well and had not said one word to him then on the subject of Spirit- 
ualism. Up to that time the agreement which Mr. Johns and I had 
made the previous year had not, as I recall, recurred to me and I 
certainly had not mentioned it to Mr. Y. or to any one else. 

A few weeks later I had occasion to call up on the telephone Mr. 
Henry, a gentleman connected with the Spiritualist Movement, on a 
business matter relating to Mr. Johns. Before we finished talking, he 
said that Mrs. Chenoweth wished to speak to me. She came to the 
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phone and said, “ Mr. Johns wishes to have a talk with you about his 
affairs.” and she asked me if I were willing to give an hour for that 
purpose. I assented and went to her house a few evenings later. I 
saw her and her husband and she asked if I had any objections to 
Mr. Henry being present at my interview with her when controlled 
by her subjective self, “ Starlight.” She said that if Mr. Johns 
should speak of the business of the Association, he, Mr. Henry, 
would understand about it. I, of course, could have no objection to 
Mr. Henry being present and we went into her study and she went 
into a trance. 

She, in a trance, repeated for an hour or more statements which 
she said were made by Mr. Johns in regard to his earthly affairs 
with the greatest and most marvellous detail and accuracy, matters 
which I knew in general, but some of the statements made by her as 
coming from Mr. Johns, names and other data, I did not know then 
but learned later on inquiry that they were correctly stated. In 
one instance he protested through her most vehemently that I should 
not assent (as I had already in fact done) to the appointment of a 
particular person, P., naming him by a nickname, as trustee of his 
father’s estate, which was unsettled. I said that I could control that 
person and she said in reply, “ He says that you may be able to con- 
trol him and also ...... (naming another person by his first name), 
but you cannot control Sarah.” I said “ Who is Sarah?” She an- 
swered, “ Why, Sarah is P.’s wife.” P. was the first person above 
spoken of. Up to this time I had not known Sarah’s name. 

After reviewing other matters, she said, “‘ He wants to talk about 
that bridge case.” I replied, “ There is no bridge case that has come 
to me.” She said, “ He says that there is.” I said, “ You mean a 
mill-dam case?” She said, “It may be, but there is a bridge over 
the dam.” I said, “ What kind of a bridge?” She answered, “ It is 
a long bridge on piers and supported between by iron trestle work.” 
I said nothing more, and she said that he said that that case would 
work out all right. I did not know then and did not believe that 
there was a bridge above the dam. A few weeks later I went to 
examine the property in order to prepare for trial. I found that 
over the dam was an iron foot bridge about ten feet wide reaching 
from the mill across the river to be used by the employees to get to 
the street. The bridge corresponded to Mrs. Chenoweth’s descrip- 
tion. It had been erected a few years ago in place of an old one 
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and at the time of the change of the bridge the dam was recon- 
structed and had occasioned the flowage of which Mr. Y. complained 
in his suit. The papers in the case, which I had not then read, did 
not refer to a bridge and I had never heard of a bridge in connection 
with the case until Mrs. Chenoweth in the trance spoke of it. Mr. 
Johns had, I found, gone, shortly before his death, to examine the 
property and had seen the bridge. After my visit to the property I 
learned that Mr. Johns had also prepared plans for use at the trial 
and these clearly showed the bridge. I then inquired of Mrs. Cheno- 
weth and Mr. Henry if they had known of the lawsuit from Mr. 
Johns or that there was such a bridge at the location and they stated 
that they had never known of the damage case and had never been 
in the town where they could have seen the bridge. 

With no knowledge on the part of anyone of us who were present 
when Mrs. Chenoweth in her subjective state described the bridge, 
that any bridge existed in connection with the suit, how did Mrs. 
Chenoweth get her visual picture of the bridge, or why did she speak 
of the suit as the “ Bridge suit” instead of the mill dam suit? I 
later, at an interview, asked her while in a trance what she saw at 
the time, and she said she had seen Mr. Johns (whom she knew 
well) and then saw the bridge and seemed to hear words or get im- 
pressions of words when stating what Mr. Johns had said. Did Mrs. 
Chenoweth’s subjective mind get the picture of the bridge from some 
unknown mind in the.flesh telepathically or did she receive it tele- 
pathically from Mr. Johns in the spirit, as she seemed to do? 


a 
id 
3 
4 


y 








Another Instance. 


At a later date, early in May, 1909, Mrs. Chenoweth again stated 
that Mr. Johns had again expressed a desire to see me. I saw her 
at her home a few evenings later. She went into a trance condition, 
talked a little as from Mr. Johns, then talked a little as if from my 
father, who deceased twenty years ago, and then as to what my wife 
said she was engaged in doing in her spirit condition. I was at the 
time about to leave my home on a business trip to the Pacific Coast ; 
this fact Mrs. Chenoweth knew. She did not know, however, that 
I was to stop at another city on the way and that I had a sister there. 
When in her trance condition, speaking apparently from my wife, 
she said, “ Your lady will be with you on your journey, and she says 
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that when you see your sister on your way to give her her love; also 
as a test ask your sister if she did not recently go upstairs in her 
home and greatly to her surprise find in a cloth bag a neck collar 
belonging to your lady, which she had left there when she was last 
visiting your sister before she passed into the spirit world. Also 
whether she had not had a crying spell upon seeing the collar.” 

A week later, at that city, I asked my sister about it and she said 
that the fact as recited was correct; that about a week or two betore 
I had had my interview with Mrs. Chenoweth, she, my sister, had 
gone to a trunk upstairs for some articles for summer wear, had 
taken out a small cloth bag and in it had found an embroidered col- 
lar, that is worn over a stock, which my wife had worn and left 
when on a visit the year before her decease. My sister said that my 
wife had received the collar after she reached my sister’s house as a 
present from my sister-in-law and had worn it and left it there. My 
sister stated that on finding it she sat down and cried for an hour. 

Mrs. Chenoweth did not know my sister, or that I had a sister. 
I had never seen the collar and knew nothing of it to my memory ; 
my sister’s look was one of amazement when I told her of Mrs. 
Chenoweth’s statement and she uttered surprise that her secret acts 
were thus known. 

Perhaps I should add that in my college days, my sister and I 
used to experiment, with some degree of success, as to a telepathic 
knowledge of the other’s thoughts. Could the telepathic thought as 
to the collar have passed from my sister’s subjective mind to my own 
at the time the incident occurred and in turn from my subjective 
mind to that of Mrs. Chenoweth in the trance or what was the source 
of knowledge to Mrs. Chenoweth’s subjective mind? Is there any 
objection to the conclusion that my wife received the incident from 
my sister telepathically when it occurred and in turn gave it tele- 
pathically to Mrs. Chenoweth’s subjective mind at the time she was 
in a trance in my presence? 


Aug. 26, 1917. 
My Dear Doctor Hystop :— 


I do not know whether this matter is unusual or not, or worthy 
of your records, but it is different in manner from any way of spirit 
communication which I have experienced with “ Starlight ” in the 
fifteen or twenty times I have seen her in the past eight years. 
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As I said to you once when on the street-cars coming from Mrs. 
Chenoweth’s home, the control, “ Starlight,” has difficulty in repro- 
ducing the exact thought or expression which the spirit behind tries 
to convey, and, although she at times gets sentences or expressions 
audible to her inner ear, most generally she sees images of objects 
which clairvoyantly she interprets in her own way by deduction 
accurately, but at times somewhat inaccurately expressing the idea 
which the moving mind behind wishes to convey, and oftentimes 
rather vaguely. I said to you that I believed that “ Starlight ” could 
be taught to induce better or stronger symbols, and, perhaps, estab- 
lish a code with the spirit minds by which she could more readily 
reproduce their thoughts or expressions. I have hoped to get over 
the rush of business of these past few years so as to explore the idea 
myself, but I have not been able to do so. I, however, last year 
spoke to “ Starlight” of it and she seemed willing and anxious to 
try. Until yesterday, Aug. 25th, I have not seen Mrs. Chenoweth 
under control of “ Starlight” for about a year, though meeting Mr. 
and Mrs. Chenoweth occasionally in that time. 

I saw “ Starlight” yesterday, August 25th, at 10 a. mM. by ap- 
pointment of two days before. She was very glad to see me and was 
in a most responsive condition. She talked radiantly of my wife and 
other friends in the spirit world, clairvoyantly as to what they did 
and who they were, using their names, some new ones, readily and 
without effort and giving their desires or expressions quite freely. 

I have a sister, who passed over ten years ago, and she has never 
appeared within “ Starlight’s ” range at any of the sittings which I 
have had, but did appear some years ago in the one sitting which 
another sister of mine, Jessie, had with “ Starlight.” 

Yesterday, after speaking of, or translating for, a number of 
others, she said, “‘ Here is Amanda,” (my sister), spoke of her and 
her traits and characteristics accurately, and then said, “ She is going 
to talk with you by writing,” and thereupon “ Starlight ” leaned over 
the table and began to spell out each word, apparently as fast as each 
letter was written out by my sister, and not pronouncing any word 
and apparently acting only with the one idea of repeating each letter 
as it was written without stopping to get the meaning of the words 
or the sentences. After the first few words were spelled by her, she 
said, “ Are you getting what this means?” and upon my replying 
“ Yes,” she said, “ all right,” and went on with her spelling, as if she 
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were relieved of following the meaning and was intent only on stat- 
ing each letter as it was written. Only once in the 150 or 200 word 
message, or thereabouts, did she run two words together, but always 
stopped between each two words long enough for the writer to lift 
a pen or pencil, as my sister would in writing. 

Once, after spelling the word “ intelligence,” she said, “ My, but 
that is a long one,” and again a similar expression on the word 
“financially.” Had I had paper before me I could with concentra- 
tion readily have written out the message in full, as the spelling of 
the writing by “ Starlight” was a trifle slower than I write, but, 
having none, I concentrated attention both on what the letters spelled 
and, as much as possible, to assist memory. When she finished, she 
said, “ That is all. Did you get the meaning?” and upon my reply- 
ing, she then answered some questions as stated below. 

The message was a personal one to me, recounting briefly my 
sister’s appreciations of many things in our mutual relations in 
forty or more years of her life, stating that her life now was as it 
used to be here, ““ We work, we laugh, we play (or pray), we dance 
and sing,” (In the rapidity of translation, I could not get whether 
“ Starlight ” used an “1” or an “ r” in play or pray, but either would 
suit my sister) ; that she was not now teaching, but was engaged in 
reading or studies, and other things, all of which statements fitted 
my sister, Amanda, and no one else, and was such a statement as was 
natural from her after just such a separation, and suited with exact- 
ness the situation under which it was given. 

Upon “ Starlight ” stopping, I said, ““‘ Now what were you spell- 
ing from?” She replied, “I spelled each letter as rapidly as she 
wrote it.” I said, “ Where were the letters you read?” She said, 
“ Right here on the table where she was sitting.” I asked her to 
describe the handwriting and “ Starlight” gave a good description 
of my sister’s writing, which was a clear, legible, Spencerian writing. 

I record this because it is a case where “ Starlight ” was medium 
only of a message which was exact and without any element of 
deduction by the one appearing. My sister was a woman of high 


' intellect, a principal in the public schools for many years, was jolly 
and had strong religious convictions. 


I wrote this out the day following its occurrence. 
Sincerely yours, 
WILLIAM BrvceE. 
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September 27th, 1919. 
My Dear Doctor Hystop :— 

Last month (August, 1919) I had a sitting with “ Starlight ” in 
which she read, by repeating each letter or monosyllable, a statement 
or letter as it was being written by my wife, as stated by “ Starlight,” 
and by a client, both of whom passed away about twelve years ago. 
This letter is so striking as to the continued life in the other world 
and contact with this world that I am greatly impressed. There is 
not a single foreign or forced sentiment in it, and every sentence 
exactly fits the conditions. I have added a statement of some sur- 
rounding facts, so that you can more clearly see it, measured by my 
intimate experience with them. 

Aside from the writing part, which I took down in full, letter by 
letter, I have here in recording the interview, used some of “ Star- 
light’s ” remarks both before and after the writing. I made my 
memorandum immediately after leaving Mrs. Chenoweth’s house. 

I include “ Starlight’s ” remarks about a group of spirits preced- 
ing me into the room, included in which was my “control.” I do 
this because some years ago I asked to have “ White Cloud,” one of 
Mrs. Chenoweth’s controls, appear; and Mrs. Chenoweth passed 
from the subconscious state of “ Starlight ” into sleep and then came 
a most austere control, which I then supposed was “ White Cloud,” 
which stated that his group of spirits were endeavoring to direct 
certain earthly minds to accomplish large results, etc. The control 
was weak in making utterances, and said it was not accustomed to 
be in a human (or medium) but had been with me much in my 
younger days. J] wrote you of the incident, August 21, 1910, and I 
have a note that you later answered that what I saw was not “ White 
Cloud,” but perhaps was “ Madam.” When I next saw “ Starlight ” 
she said that it was not “ White Cloud ” which I saw, but my own 
control. 

A few mornings after I saw “ Starlight ” last month, the word 
“afflatus”’ arose from my sub-conscious and, on looking at the 
Century Dictionary, it occurs to me that the new sense of religion 
of which my wife writes, “ Divine Love which is expressed every- 
where here for us,” may be the Diyine Afflatus. I cannot remember 
that the word “ Afflatus”” was ever before in my vocabulary. It 
may be, however, a forgotten word. 

I am to-day sending for your book, “ Contact with the Other 
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World,” and have delayed in doing so in order that I might first 
write this out before reading the work. 
Very truly yours, 
WILLIAM Bruce. 


Interview with “ Starlight,’ August 2, 1919. 
“ Starlight ” said :— 
A group of spirits came in with you. They are not the old 
friends you have had on earth; those came also but in another group. 


The first group has one prominent man who is your control. He has 
been so for a long time. 


(How does he look ?) 

He is an old man of profound appearance, is dressed like a 
prophet of old; he has on a cloak, reaching from his shoulders, and 
what seems like a wreath around his head. 

Then “ Starlight” went into a number of matters not very im- 
portant and not necessary to report. She then said, “ Your lady is 
going to write you a letter and I will read it as she writes.” 

(Wait till I get some paper—go ahead. ) 

“ Starlight ” then dictated as follows, indicating by her index 
finger on the table as she read, spelling each word, except a few 
monosyllabic words, and I wrote them as follows :— 


“ DEAREST Hussy :— 

“It is so wonderful to be able to send you this personal message 
and to give you some of the hopes and plans I have for you, even 
while you are left without my care over your life. From the first I 
have been so much impressed with the reality of this life. I had 
vague ideas of the homes and possible unions with friends, and yet 
nothing could have made me believe that the life could be so literally 
a duplicate of the world I was familiar with. At first it seemed to 
me that I might in time move away from the conscious contact with 
old scenes and places, but I have not found it so, and when you go 
home, after a day of work and effort, I always find that I am just 
as clearly aware of your actions as when I watched for your coming 
when we were living together in the old way. I never worry about 
you now, my dearest, for I know that if the worst happens to you it 
will be the best for me; and yet I do not feel that I can wish for you 
to come until your work is accomplished. 
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“T have thought much of religion since I came here, but in a dif- 
ferent way and in a new light. All is so much clearer when the de- 
sires are subdued by a great loss, and I know that the love I hold for 
you and the desire I have to make that love a beautiful and helpful 
expression in your life, is but the shadow of the Divine Love which 
is expressed everywhere here for us. 

“When I first saw those who had loved each other coming to- 
gether here and resuming their lives together, it gave me great com- 
fort and hope, but I have found something still better than that, and 
it is to be able to make that love felt by one left to carry on life alone. 
Sometimes when I have watched you with Dill and the rest, Aunt A. 
and Uncle J., I saw that you were taking up what I had to leave 
undone, but if you could see the smile on the face of Dill’s mother 
and on that of Uncle J. you would know that you had made Heaven 
for them and that is not saying a word about myself. 

“Sometimes I talk with Mr. X. and he still swears like a pirate 
whenever he gets excited; and he says tell you that he hasn’t been 
able to get himself calmed down enough to meet [naming certain 
persons who have crossed over] yet; and he knows that you will 
understand that he knows his own business and knew what he was 
doing when he tied it up in a hard knot so that you could manage 
things as he wanted them; at a standstill now, but a little while later 
some move may be made to release some of the restrictions and help 
promulgate his ideas and push his plans. 

[Here Mr. X. forced his way in and writes] “ Good God, Wil- 
liam, I wanted to do something even after I was dead, for I knew 
that I had been called all sorts of names and (they thought) I didn’t 
have very good idea of what ought to be done, but I knew, by Thun- 
der, that I did, and you have always done the right thing by me just 
as well as I could. I don’t blame you for anything. 

“T want to see you take up the new business and I can give you 
a good many pcints from time to time. It is legitimate, and you are 
the natural promoter of the best interests of the whole damn shoot- 
ing match.” 

| Here “ Starlight ” and I laughed heartily at his expressions and 
I said that he was still using swear words, and “ Starlight ” said that 
Mr. X. says, “ What’s the use of putting on airs just because you 
are dead.” | 


[Then “ Starlight”? said] “ Your lady says that she was inter- 
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rupted by Mr. X. coming in. She says that she has a house already 
furnished for you—a fine one—and that when you come she will 
take you right into the house and show it to you alone and that when 
you and she have rejoiced together enough, then the others will come 
to greet you. Word will be passed all around, “ William has come. 
William has come,” and then they will all hurry to see you. 


Statement. 


My wife died January 12, 1907. I am a lawyer and hence my 
life with her, except on holidays and Sundays, was from the time I 
went home at five or six o’clock p. M. She was always apprehensive 
that when I was not with her something would happen to me. She 
was not religious in the church sense, was a Unitarian, and a favorite 
expression was “I didn’t have anything to do with coming into this 
world and have nothing to do with coming into the next one.” 

After my wife’s decease I continued my home with her aunt and 
uncle, (these are the ones referred to) and took and reared a little 
girl, Dill, whom we had known from birth. Uncle died in Novem- 
ber, 1913. 

Mr. X. (the name was dictated in full and correctly) was a client 
of mine for many years in some large litigations. He had disagree- 
ments with certain people, but not so that he did not meet and speak 
with them. He was a man of strong will, and his disagreements 
arose mostly because of his own procrastinations. I was and am 
executor and trustee under his will and, when his estate reaches a 
certain sum (which it apparently will) it goes to a benevolent pur- 
pose. He did tie his matters up in a knot to be controlled by me. 
Undeveloped land and war conditions have created a standstill. He 
was not a profane man, used expletives when excited, but meant no 
harm by the habit. My wife knew this from me. The expression 
“the whole damn shooting match ” was frequently used by him as 
a collective term and I never knew anyone else that used it that way. 
I spent with him a great deal of the last three weeks or more of his 
life while sick abed in the preparation of the will creating the trust 
for the benevolent purpose. 

The “new business” is an industry with which X. was con- 
nected, and it seemed necessary for me to enter into it in some detail, 
about which I was hesitating. 


When “ Starlight,” in spelling the expressions “ swears like a 
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pirate,” “ by Thunder,” and “ the whole damn shooting match,” she, 
child-like hesitated and did not want to spell them out, but I told 
her to do so. 


February 4th, 1921. 
Dear Mr. PRINCE :— 

A more particular statement of the incidents of the telepathic 
picture of my Uncle John, referred to in my letter of September 9th, 
1909, may be worth preserving. 

In the early part of December, 1907, I awoke about 25 minutes 
of seven. I sleep with the window open. The morning was a cold 
one with snow on the ground. I got out of bed, went to the window 
and closed it, and then looking at the clock saw that it was about 
twenty minutes of seven. My custom was, each morning, to arise 
about ten minutes of seven, which would give me easy time to 
dress, eat my breakfast, and catch my usual train into the city. 
Seeing that I had ten minutes extra, I got into bed with my head 
well up on the pillow. I drew the clothes around me and shut my 
eyes. As I did so, I saw the outline of Uncle John sitting in an 
upright chair. There was nothing unusual in this, for I find a great 
many people at a period just between sleeping and waking have 
visual outlines or pictures of things that come into range of the 
inner senses. What was unusual about the appearance of Uncle 
John was the fact that he had lost considerable weight, being per- 
haps 20 pounds lighter than when I had last seen him. He showed 
also the effects of illness. I opened my eyes and said to myself, 
“that is not a dream, nor an illusion, nor a delusion, and therefore 
it must be a good instance of telepathy.” 

Upon going down stairs I told my aunt and uncle what I had 
experienced, and stated that if Uncle John was sick, it was a fair 
chance to prove that I had received a wireless thought from someone 
in regard to him. Also upon reaching my office I told the facts to an 
office associate who has been a prominent official in my state. 

About 11:30 in the same forenoon, the letter carrier brought me 
a letter from a cousin, the daughter of my Uncle John, who lived a 
mile or so from him. The letter stated that her father was quite 
sick, but because of a condition of the heart, he could not lie down 
to sleep, and that if I wished to see him, it would be well for me to 
come down to his home, about thirty miles from where I lived, and 
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pretend that I had dropped in while passing through the town, as I 
had frequently done before. This was so that he would not think 
that I had been sent for. 

I arranged my affairs so that I went by train to his place of resi- 
dence the next morning. I was met at the door by my aunt, who 
told me that my uncle was in the sitting room up one flight. I went 
upstairs and found him sitting up on a lounge. He had the exact 
appearance, including loss of weight, from sickness, that he had in 
the mental expression of thought which I had caught concerning 
him. In the room was the upright chair in which he was sitting as 
I caught my vision of him. I spent an hour or two with him and 
learned that he had a sickness, probably Bright’s disease, and was in 
such a condition that he could not lie down with comfort. His 
death occurred about a fortnight later. 

After remaining for dinner, his son-in-law and I went in his 
carriage to the place where my cousin, who had written me the let- 
ter, lived. This was across the river, and about one mile, as I have 
stated, from my uncle’s residence. After I had talked with her for 
a few minutes I said to her, “ What time did you write me the letter 
which I received yesterday before noon?” She answered, “ I.wrote 
you the letter at quarter of seven in the morning.” I said, “ How 
are you able to fix the time so exactly?” She said, “ I had to hasten 
to finish the letter in order that John, (her husband) could carry it 
with him and catch the train at the depot, (about two minutes away), 
which was due there at about ten minutes of seven.” I then said to 
her, ‘“‘ When you were writing the letter, what position did you place 
your father in as you were thinking?” She answered, “I never 
make an image of the things I think of.” I said, “ Everybody does. 
If I use the word dog in the presence of a dozen people, everybody 
who hears it shapes a dog in their mental vision, and each one is 
likely to shape a different dog.” She said, “ I never had any experi- 
ence of that kind.” I said, “ Why everybody, especially children, 
when they think of an object form it if they have ever before seen 
the object that is spoken of.” I then said to her, “ How often do 
you see your father?’ She answered, “I go over to his home every 
afternoon.” I said, ‘ What is he doing when you go there?” She 
said, “ He is generally sitting in a chair.” I said, “ In what chair?” 
and she said, “ In the straight-backed chair.” 

It impressed me then, as it does now, that this was the best in- 
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stance of actual proof which I had ever experienced of a telepathic 
message. My cousin had in her mind when writing me the letter, her 
father as he was accustomed to sit in the straight-backed chair. Her 
mind while writing me was active and alert. My mind was passive. 
Hers was the transmitting end of the message and mine the receiv- 
ing end. It involves nothing extraordinary beyond what is done 
every day by the wireless telegraph and telephone. 

In the occasional interviews which I have had with “ Starlight ” 
in the last 12 or 13 years, I am satisfied that many of her messages 
which she receives are by similar telepathic images, and also by 
sentences and sounds which she hears. There may be other things 
that a mind in a trance condition is capable of observing. One in- 
stance of this was in an interview which occurred with her about 
1908. She had been speaking of the affairs of Mr. Johns, referred 
to in one of the preceding letters, and as I was about to leave she 
said, ‘““ Your Lady” (meaning my wife) “is here and laughing at 
you.” I said to her, “ What is she laughing about?” She said, “I 
cannot catch the idea clearly but it is about a small black looking 
image.” I said to her, ‘“ Show me the size of it by measuring with 
your hands,” and she did. I said to “ Starlight,” “Is it a comb?” 
and she said, “ It is,” and she said, “ Your Lady is laughing at you 
and says you are a poor old bachelor.” 

What was meant was perfectly clear to me. The comb which she 
described was similar to one which my wife in many previous years 
had used at times when I complained that my head felt dry. She 
would comb it, using a little vaseline, with my head in her lap. A 
few days before the time that I saw “ Starlight ” on this occasion, 
my head had felt dry and I went into the drug store near my home, 
bought a comb, and when I got home tried to comb my head myself, 
and making somewhat of a failure of it compared with the comfort 
and satisfaction of having my wife comb it. Now what “ Starlight ” 
got when she was speaking of my wife’s laughing and of the comb 
was perhaps a mental picture of my wife laughing, and certainly 
“ Starlight ” had a telepathic picture of the comb, being the way the 
message was extended to her. 

I have questioned “ Starlight” on many occasions as to how she 
drew her deductions of what she declared, and found that in many 
instances she drew deductions from seeing different images or out- 
lines, from which, being put together with the circumstances which 
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surrounded them, she drew a deduction as to what she conceived to 
be the message which was intended to be transmitted through her as 
a medium. Iam unable to say that this difficulty of communicating 
the thought which she expresses has not been done away with by the 
way in which, on the several instances mentioned in my letters, she 
has had the party whom she says transmits the message, write the 
message, and she merely transmits it letter by letter, apparently as 
it is written. 

In regard to the incident mentioned in my letter of September 9, 
1909, in which Mr. Johns, through “ Starlight,” said that P. should 
not be appointed as trustee of his father’s estate, it is interesting to 
recite what followed: As a consequence of the suggestion, I had a 
son of Mr. Johns appointed as trustee. Immediately thereafter P., 
who was named in the father’s will, began a suit, claiming a con- 
struction of the will which would enure to his benefit. Had he been 
appointed trustee, it would have given him an advantageous position 
to the injury of Mr. Johns’ widow. In that suit P. was defeated. 

Very truly yours, 
WILLIAM BRUCE. 
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BOOK REVIEW. 


Physikalisch-mediumistische Untersuchungen; von Fritz GRuNEWALD, Inge- 
nieur. Pp. 112. Johannes Baum, Verlag, Pfullingen i. Wiirtt, 1920. 


The substance of this volume originally appeared in the form of a lecture 
which the author delivered before the Deutsche Okkultistischen Gesellschaft 
on April 9th, 1919. This lecture, considerably expanded and amplified, was 
later published in book form in 1920, comprising Nos. 13/16 of Die Okkulte 
Welt series. 

It was as long ago as 1894 that Sir Oliver Lodge made a few suggestions 
as to the sort of equipment that ought to be part of a psychical laboratory 
should one ever be formed, yet up to the present time few attempts have been 
made in the English speaking countries to provide such a department for the 
purposes of psychical research. Stanford University has a properly equipped 
section for these researches, and a certain amount of experimental work in 
telepathy has been carried out at Harvard by means of a fund named in 
memory of Dr. Richard Hodgson. Apart from these two institutions the uni- 
versities of America have done practically nothing to encourage research in 
psychical phenomena and this cannot be surprising when we consider the 
superior attitude adopted by the heads of the psychological departments. In 
England the position is even worse. Neither Oxford nor Cambridge has any 
facilities for research in this field, and although the latter university has now 
excellent laboratories for experimental psychology, psychical research is 
almost uniformly neglected. In France the Metapsychical Institute with its 
elaborate equipment supplies the needs of French investigators, whilst in Ger- 
many we heard nothing of any serious laboratory work until the appearance 
of this little book by Fritz Grunewald. The author describes his own experi- 
mental rooms and deals in broad outline with the apparatus that he has de- 
vised for use with mediumistic subjects. The book itself is divided into three 
main parts. The first deals with mediums and general methods of investiga- 
tion: the second describes the laboratory; whilst the third illustrates the two 
previous sections by giving a few practical examples of actual investigations 
the author has undertaken. The laboratory itself is divided into four sections, 
including a room which is used principally as a workshop for constructing the 
apparatus. In the principal room is placed the cabinet, a simple affair of 
black curtains. The medium’s chair of wicker work construction is placed 
within the cabinet mounted upon a weighing board which is used for register- 
ing any variation in the weight of the medium. This platform rests upon four 
spiral springs which are compressed when any load rests upon the board. 
The movements of the platform make electrical connections, the results of 
which are registered by a mirror galvanometer in another part of the room. 
The deflections of the needle are further registered by means of a beam of 
light which falls upon a strip of sensitized paper wound upon a revolving 
drum forming part of the apparatus placed on a table at the other end of the 
room opposite the cabinet. For the purpose of weighing any materialized 
form extruded from the medium a second weighing platform is provided, and 
this is placed in front of the first. The registrations of this second platform 
are also obtained by a mirror galvanometer, the curve being traced directly 
beneath that furnished by the medium”s platform for the purposes of 
comparison. ’ 

For table phenomena Grunewald has constructed a special table, rather after 
the model of Comte de Gasparin’s. It consists’of two parts, one, a three- 
legged round shaped piece of wood screwed to the floor and the other stand- 
ing freely upon the fixed base. This latter consists of two circular wooden 











538 Journal of the American Society for Psychical Research. 


discs separated from each other by three wooden rods, the whole structure 
including the base being about sixty centimeters high. On the upper piece of 
wood is placed a paper disc so arranged on a central pivot that it is easily 
movable. Along the edge of the paper disc are thirty holes from which hang 
threads which in turn are fastened to six short wooden rods. The table itself 
is made for three experimenters only. When these are seated their knees are 
on a level with the upper wooden disc, their feet being placed beneath the 
base which is of such diameter that the feet of the sitters touch when they are 
sitting at the table. Each sitter now takes two of the wooden rods hanging 
from the threads and places his hands on his knees in such a way that they 
touch the hands of his neighbor and are thus controlled. With this table 
Grunewald claims to have obtained both tipping and levitation phenomena, but 
he does not give enough detail to enable the reader to follow the various 
operations intelligently. 

In the matter of light Grunewald appears to have made but few experi- 
ments. During the greater part of his investigations he employed the usual 
red illumination and holds out but poor hopes that ultra-violet “light” will 
ever be of much service in psychical research. For raps the author makes use 
of an ingenious piece of apparatus which it may be of interest to the reader 
to describe briefly. It consists essentially of a box closed on all sides and sur- 
rounded by a practically sound proof shell which prevents any normal noise 
outside from being heard within the box. In the box are three microphones. 
Two are connected up with two telephone instruments which a couple of the 
observers hold to their ears. The third microphone is connected to a vibra- 
tion galvanometer, the luminous pointer of which is directed on to a photo- 
graphic registering apparatus. A noise which originates from within the box 
by means of psychic action is heard simultaneously by both listeners. Each on 
hearing the noise presses an electric button and produces by means of a 
“ writing magnet” a time mark on the paper strip of the registering apparatus. 
The marks of both observers always fall together, thus furnishing a criterion 
for the objective character of the noises which must have originated within 
the box. At the same time the galvanometer records the vibration curve on 
the corresponding revolving paper strip. The correspondence of the beginning 
of this curve with the marks made by the two observers furnishes a further 
proof of the objective factor. The “writing magnet” (Schreib-magnet) men- 
tioned above is a little piece of apparatus for which Grunewald finds a multi- 
tude of uses. It comprises a tube which is mounted on an adjustable arm 
springing from an upright rod. Within the tube is a small electro-bar magnet, 
which, when excited by an electric current attracts,and thus moves a keeper 
on which is fastened a small mirror. A beam of light reflected from this 
mirror and thence on to a revolving drum of photographic paper can thus be 
made to act as a time recorder, the mere pressing of a button being sufficient 
to cause deviation in the line traced out on the moving sensitized paper strip. 

Another interesting field of inquiry into which Grunewald has penetrated 
a few steps is the investigation of mediumistic lights by means of the spectro- 
scope. His results are not yet complete nor are his experiments on the chem- 
ical nature of these lights. It is, however, remarkable that in the course of 
his investigations, Grunewald constantly noticed the smell of phosphorus, 
which was similarly noticed in the case of Stainton Moses and also, under 
excellent conditions, with Miss Burton. Further experiments in this direction 
might yield valuable results, as also might an investigation into the alleged 
magnetism of human subjects. The author here details his own experiments 
in this direction with the help of some rather complicated apparatus and it 
would be desirable to check some of his results under varying conditions. 
The main difficulty in all these investigations is the deplorable lack of funds 
which holds up research in all the English-speaking countries. In this in- 
tensely interesting book we have the methods used and the results attained by 
one man who has had the sense to see the extreme importance of instrumental 
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assistance in psychical research. Yet what this single investigator has been 
able to do in his own laboratory and for his own satisfaction the English and 
American Societies for Psychical Research are unable to do because the re- 
quired financial assistance is not forthcoming. It is hoped that the publication 
of this book will do something towards furthering scientific methods in the 
observation and investigation of alleged supernormal phenomena. The book 
deserves a wide circulation and although it is unlikely to have any attractions 
for convinced spiritualists or materialists, it can hardly fail to rouse the in- 
terest and enthusiasm of those whose business it is to study in detail the 
physical phenomena of spiritualism.—E. J. D. 
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